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The year 2010 marks Roaring River Hatchery’s centennial. Roaring River Hatchery is very important to 

the park and the community. Of course the park offers a great deal of natural beauty and recreational 

opportunities but its main draw is the superior trout fishing. The hatchery raises and stocks at least 

250,000 trout each season. Those trout are also responsible for as many as 122,000 fishing trips here 

each season. These multitudes of anglers bring their families and friends along with them.  Of course all 

those people contribute to the local economy.  Many businesses benefit, not only the obvious ones such 

as restaurants, motels, grocery stores, fly shops, private campgrounds, and Wal-Mart, but businesses 

such as the hardware store and the car dealers have indicated that business improves with the onset of 

trout season. 

In some respects even more valuable than the economic impact of all those trout are the social 

ramifications. Generations of families have been creating wonderful memories while coming to Roaring 

River to fish.  For most of those 100 years parents have been introducing their kids to the wonderful 

sport of trout fishing. Those kids in turn grow up and bring their kids to trout fish. Anglers speak about 

having a favorite hole in the park to fish because it was the one that their families loved to fish or where 

they were successful for the first time. On opening day there are anglers who get to know people 

around them and enjoy coming back to the same location in the park year after year knowing they will 

get to interact with the same people they got to know in past years. Roaring River is definitely a family 

oriented park; around 22% of Roaring River’s daily tags are sold to kids 15 and younger. This percentage 

is higher than any of the other trout parks.  Cassville schools have long celebrated “Trout Day” as a day 

off for students when Opening Day of trout season falls on a school day.  

Opening Day is as much about social tradition as it is about trout fishing.  For many years the official 

opening of the season has been marked by an official firing a gun at 6:30 a.m. on March 1. Back in the 

1960’s Missouri’s Secretary of State James Kirkpatrick took on this roll for the many years he was in 

office. Frequently Kirkpatrick referred to Roaring River as being the “Gem of Missouri State Parks”.  

When ask about giving Roaring River the special recognition and repeatedly coming to this park the 

Cassville Democrat reported that he replied “I come here because I’m asked and welcome and I truly 

believe Roaring River is the gem of the park system.”  In fact in 1980 when President Regan led 

Republicans to landslide victories in public offices throughout the country, Kirkpatrick was the only 

Democrat to lead in Barry County, traditionally a Republican leaning county.  The Cassville Republican 

reported “Apparently Jimmy’s fishing visits to this county have paid off.” Other Missouri Secretaries of 

State continued the tradition until 2006.  Since then the honor has gone to individuals who have special 

significance to the Park. 



 

Missouri Secretary of State James Kirkpatrick with Conservation Agent Charles Marrs (Fields Photo) 

The hatchery was built as part of a resort by a man who could truly be described as an entrepreneur, 

Roland E. Bruner. Born in 1860 in Pennsylvania to a poor German family and later moving to Wellsville, 

Kansas where he graduated from high school and where he met his wife Hannah McLain. They had a 

very fancy wedding on May 30, 1883 at 9:00 pm in Wellsville. Opposites attract and that was especially 

true for them. Roland was dynamic, constantly going and doing, and of modest means. Hannah was a 



quiet woman from a wealthy family, educated back east, a musician, and a larger person than her 

husband. Roland also always called his wife Lollie. They had four sons and a daughter.    

 

(Betty Bruner Layton Photo) 



One of Bruner’s careers was that of a miner. He eventually became president of the Arizona Anaconda 

Mining Company. He accumulated a vast collection of over 10,000 gems and minerals which he 

displayed freely to the public in his Kansas City home.  It was during his mining ventures that he 

discovered two other gems. In Colorado he learned to appreciate Rainbow Trout not so much as an 

angler but for how they were raised.  He also had dealings in Pitcher Oklahoma on the edge of the 

Ozarks which probably led him to discover another gem- Roaring River.  He saw the quaint village that 

was here at the time with the beautiful spring producing abundant cold clear water and envisioned a 

resort that thrived on fishing and tourism.  As early as 1902 he started buying land in Roaring River 

Township. By 1910 he started a hatchery, converted a water mill built in 1865 into a hotel and 

restaurant and built a cabin for his family. Eventually he built cabins to rent, a hydroelectric plant, an ice 

house, a swimming pool, and a laundry. He continued to add to his holding until he acquired nearly 

3,500 acres. 

 

Bruner Family Cabin (Betty Bruner Layton Photo) 

Bruner stocked his hatchery with fish shipped on the railroad from Colorado to Monett, Missouri about 

25 miles to the north of Roaring River.  He would pick them up using his very early model truck equipped 

with a tank. This was no easy task due to the poor condition of the roads at the time. Eventually he 

constructed some raceways and a hatchery building.  In December 1925 the Cassville Democrat stated 

that “Emil Dillinger who has charge of the fish department at the famous Roaring River Fish Hatchery 

reported that he had been busy taking spawn or eggs, from the large Rainbow trout harvesting 175,000 



eggs.  Sixty one thousand eggs were taken the week before.  Dillinger was expecting a 50 to 60 percent 

hatch, which he stated was a fine average”.  In an article entitled “A Journey in History to the Roaring 

River Rod and Gun Club” by Emory Melton published in the Barry County Advertiser using information 

gathered from one of Bruner’s advertisements stated that the hatchery was producing around 80,000 

trout per year in the 1920’s. Bruner charged $1.00 to fish with a limited catch.  

 

Raceways Being Constructed (Betty Bruner Layton Photo) 

 

Roland Bruner Working with Trout (Betty Bruner Layton Photo) 



Betty Bruner Layton grand-daughter of Roland Bruner lived at Roaring River during the first 5 ½ years of 

her life. Her father Roland Bruner Jr. came to help with his father’s enterprise in 1917 after being 

wounded in 1916 in France fighting with the American Field Service against Germany. Previous to joining 

the American Field Service he was a student at the University of Missouri.  In 1919 he was married to 

Ester Ross and in 1921 his daughter Betty was born. 

Betty who will be honored by firing the gun on the opening day of the 2010 trout season has many 

childhood memories of Roaring River.  She remembers guest choosing a trout out of a raceway that 

flowed near the hotel (probably originally a flume that supplied flowing water to the mill) that would be 

prepared in the restaurant and served with a water cress salad. Her maternal grand-parents helped run 

the hotel and restaurant in those days. She remembers the conditions of the roads between Cassville 

and Roaring River. She said the trip was dangerous and frightening but once a person got down into the 

valley the beauty of the surroundings made one forget about the trip.  

(Betty Bruner Layton Photo) 



The bad roads were one of the major problems that Bruner encountered.  There were also some 

disasters that set him back. In October of 1923 the old mill/hotel as well as another large building used 

for guest lodging burned. Additionally in November 1927 there was a very large flood that washed out 

the hatchery and damaged a dam that formed a lake in the upper end of the park. Bruner had already 

taken out two mortgages on the property and was unable to continue.  Roland Bruner had accomplished 

a great deal but sadly he and his family had to give up on the dreams they had for Roaring River. 

Bruner’s property was foreclosed on and was auctioned on the court house steps in Cassville on Nov. 16, 

1928.   

 

It was then that Thomas Sayman, a 75 year old rich businessman from St. Louis, appeared on the scene. 

He was also a man of humble beginnings on his own at an early age and very dynamic. His business 

which originated in Carthage Missouri was called Sayman Products and consisted of manufacturing and 

selling soaps.  Sayman made the high bid of $105,000. He bought the property on a Friday and by the 

next Tuesday had negotiated a contract to build a new hatchery building. His goal was to have it done in 

time to spawn the trout and by all accounts it was completed. 

At first Sayman’s goal was to continue with the development of the resort at Roaring River but by 

December 13, 1928 he had changed his mind.  He had a telephone conversation with the Governor- Sam 

Baker to tell him of his intentions and stated in a letter “Confirming my phone message, I hereby present 

through you to the great State of Missouri, the Gem of the Ozarks—Roaring River, located eight miles 

southeast of Cassville.” Newspaper accounts at the time indicate that Sayman found out after the sale 

that the trout were mortgaged and that he did not in fact own them. Bruner stated that he had 

negotiated a contract amounting to $16,000 for care and feeding of the trout and that settlement 

should come for the proceeds of the sale. 

In 1928 the Missouri Game and Fish Department managed the state parks as well as state hatcheries.  

Shortly after the Game and Fish Commission acquired the property, Mr. Keith McCanse, head of the 

department, said “Roaring River will be used as a fish hatchery, game refuge, and a recreational center.” 



Shortly after that Bennett Spring Hatchery which already belonged to the state brought loads of trout to 

the new hatchery at Roaring River. 

In 1933 the government work program Civilian Conservation Corps (Company 1713) moved into Roaring 

River State Park with an initial 150 young men 17-24 years old.  This program paid participants $8 and 

families back home $22 per month.  They were here until 1939 and accomplished a great deal. In all 

1,500 young men worked in Company 1713. Hand hewn rock was quarried for building material. One of 

their first projects was rebuilding the dam around the spring pool which was first constructed in 1865.  

 

Flood Damaged Hatchery Building (Fields Photo) 

One disaster did occur during the time the CCC was here that in the long term resulted in a very positive 

outcome for Roaring River Hatchery. In May 1938 a very large flood damaged the hatchery building and 

raceways and also washed 60,000 trout into the stream.  This happened on Memorial Day week-end 

when the park was very busy. There were no lives lost in the flood, but there were some close calls.   

Since the hatchery had been severely damaged and fish were lost twice in 11 years it was decided to 

rebuild the hatchery on higher ground on the area. The CCC, MDC, the State Park Board, and the 

National Park Service would cooperate in rebuilding the hatchery.  Since 1938 there has been no 

damage to buildings or fish lost due to floods.  In 1939 the CCC moved on to another park, but the Work 

Project Administration (WPA) worked into 1940 to finish 30 stone capped outside raceways, a stone 

hatchery building, baffle house, and a public restroom.  The baffle house is directly east of the hatchery 

building had a series of wooden steps constructed in such a way that water from the spring flowed over 

them to aerate before flowing out to the rest of the hatchery. For some reason this was discontinued 

and the baffle house is currently used as a storage area. 

The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) was established in 1937 and replaced the Game and 

Fish Department. The administration of Roaring River Hatchery fell under MDC.  That same year the Park 

Board was established which had charge of administering state parks.  Many people who visit the park 



think that everyone in the park works for the same entity and one person is charged with administering 

the whole park. This hasn’t been the case since 1937. Previous to 1937 the person that was in charge of 

the hatchery, the concession, as well as the whole park was Mr. Hugh Brixey, former Barry County 

Sheriff.   Brixey worked as Park Superintendent from 1933 until 1942. In 1942 it was decided that the 

concession should not be owned by the Park Superintendent. In 1974 there was a reorganization of 

state government in Missouri which resulted in the formation of the Missouri Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) which replaced the State Park Board taking on administering of State Parks. Since 1942 

there have been essentially three entities in the park; the Hatchery under MDC, the State Park under the 

Park Board/DNR, and the Concession which is contracted by the State Park Board/DNR. 

 

Park Superintendent Hugh Brixey-left (DNR Museum Photo) 

 

Mrs. Brixey and Park Superintendent Hugh Brixey in His Missouri Game and Fish Uniform (C. Stacy Photo) 



In 1937 MDC decided that since trout are not native to Missouri and they are expensive to raise to a 

catchable size that a daily tag costing 25 cents would be required to fish in the park. This money would 

be used to raise trout. Costs for daily tags have risen over the years but prices have been set to more or 

less break even with the cost for raising the trout. Today cost for a daily tag for an adult is $3 and for a 

child 15 or younger is $2.  

In addition to keeping pace with local fishing demands, Roaring River Hatchery began to set the pace in 

trout-rearing practices. The hatchery originally made its own trout feed of ground wheat and liver that 

was cooked into a mush and fed to the fish.  Bob Price, hatchery manager from 1940-1968, and his 

supervisor George Morris worked with representatives of the Purina Company in the late 1950’s to 

develop the world’s first nutritionally complete dry feed for trout. They tested nine different formulas at 

Roaring River and eight of them ended up doing worse than the liver mixture. The ninth formula did 

much better than the liver mix and the secret ingredient was vitamin C. Purina’s fish feed formulation 

was also tested at Chesapeake Hatchery and at a salmon hatchery in Washington State with similar good 

results. The liver and wheat mixture required six lbs. be fed to produce one pound of trout. By 1963 the 

hatchery was buying a commercial dry product that only required two pounds to produce one pound of 

trout. This was a huge step forward in trout culture.  One can imagine the labor required to make the 

feed.  In one of the old memos dated in 1953 they were talking about the recent price increase of liver 

from 12 to 15 cents per pound. This was a big increase for the time. One of George Morris’s memos was 

entitled “the Battle of the Spleens”. Apparently George’s supervisors were pushing him to switch from 

liver to more economical spleens as an ingredient in the trout feed. This would have been harder to 

work with and from the old memos George must have held his ground since the change was never 

made. The new dry feed formulation had to be more economical and was much more efficient. 



 

Hatchery Manager Bob Price Feeding Liver Mixture (MDC Photo) 

In 1961 MDC installed a large pump that would deliver water to the hatchery when the spring flow was 

low. Since the spring flow ranges from 5- 144 million gallons per day (mgd) and it takes around 12 mgd 

to for the hatchery there are many periods of time when it is necessary to pump water from the river for 

the hatchery. That same year MDC built more raceways bringing the total number to 40 which is the 

same the hatchery currently has.  



 

Hatchery Manager Bob Price and Assistant Manager Bill Allison Spawning Trout 1957(MDC Photo) 

With the exception of the years from 1981 through 1992 when egg production was shifted to the 

recently updated Shepherd of the Hills Hatchery in Branson trout have been spawned at Roaring River. 

Since 1938 the fall spawning Missouri strain of rainbows which were first developed at the Neosho 

Federal Hatchery were used. When it was decided to start spawning again at Roaring River, a late winter 

spawning strain called the Missouri Arlee rainbow trout was used.  Fall eggs from Shepherd of the Hills 

Hatchery are received in October and hatched. They account for about half of the hatchery’s production. 

The other half are taken as eggs from Roaring River’s own brood stock in January and February.  



 

 



Over the years many of the CCC structures at the hatchery had developed serious problems. The bridge 

to the hatchery had cracked and portions were close to falling into the river. The dam around the spring 

pool had developed leaks causing erosion of the material underneath the walkway around the spring 

pool. The falls structures adjacent to the river had eroded and were in danger of failing. In 2001 and 

2006 two major projects were completed which corrected these issues, added a great deal of disabled 

user access to the stream adjacent to the hatchery, and added a system where oxygen could be used for 

fish production. These projects were carried out by the Department of Conservation with additional 

funds from the Federal Sport Fish Restoration Program, and the Department of Natural Resources.  In 

2009 the Department of Natural Resources funded a project that involved taking up the rock pavers on 

top of the spring pool dam, replacing the eroded material under the pavers, replacing the pavers and 

any unusable stones with rock harvested from the same vein of rock that the CCC quarried stone from in 

the park.  These repairs and upgrades are a good investment which will result in the hatchery lasting 

many more years. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


